A  PROPOSED  PHARMACY  LAW, 

Adopted  by  the  Pennsylvania  Pharmaceutical  Association  at  its  last 
annual  meeting ,  held  in  Altoona  June.  14,  1882. 


AN  ACT 

To  regulate  the  practice  of  pharmacy  and  sale  of  poisons,  and  to  prevent  adultera¬ 
tions  in  drugs  and  medicinal  preparations  in  the  State  of  Pennsylvania. 

Whereas,  The  safety  of  the  public  is  endangered  by  want  of  care 
in  the  sale  of  poisons,  whether  to  be  used  as  such  for  legitimate  pur¬ 
poses  or  employed  as  medicines,  and  dispensed  on  the  prescriptions  of 
ph  ysicians  : 

And  whereas ,  The  ability  of  physicians  to  overcome  disease  depends 
greatly  on  their  obtaining  good  and  unadulterated  drugs  and  properly 
prepared  medicines : 

And  whereas ,  The  persons  to  whom  the  preparation  and  sale  of 
drugs,  medicines,  and  poisons  properly  belong,  known  as  apothecaries, 
chemists,  and  druggists,  or  pharmacists,  should  possess  a  practical 
knowledge  of  the  business  and  science  of  pharmacy  in  all  its  relations; 
therefore, 

Be  it  enacted  by  the  Senate  and  House  of  Representatives ,  of  the  Com¬ 
monwealth  of  Pennsylvania ,  in  General  Assembly  met ,  and  it  is 
hereby  enacted  by  the  authority  of  the  same  : 

Section  i.  That  hereafter  no  person  whatsoever  shall  open  or  carry 
on,  in  the  State  of  Pennsylvania,  any  retail  drug  or  chemical  store  as 
the  proprietor  or  manager  thereof,  nor  engage  in  the  business  of  com¬ 
pounding  or  dispensing  medicines,  or  prescriptions  of  physicians,  or  of 
selling  at  retail  any  drugs,  chemicals,  poisons,  or  medicines  without 
having  obtained  a  certificate  of  competency  and  qualification  so  to  do 
from  the  State  Pharmaceutical  Examining  Board,  and  having  been  duly 
registered  as  herein  provided. 

Section  2.  That  there  shall  be  established  in  the  State  of  Pennsyl¬ 
vania  a  board  to  be  styled  the  State  Pharmaceutical  Examining  Board, 
to  consist  of  five  (5)  persons,  three  of  whom  shall  constitute  a  quorum, 
who  shall  be  appointed  as  follows:  The  Pennsylvania  Pharmaceutical 
Association  shall  submit  to  the  Governor  the  names  of  twenty  persons 
from  among  the  most  skillful  retail  apothecaries  actually  engaged  in  said 
business  in  the  State  of  Pennsylvania,  from  which  number  the  Governor 
shall  appoint  five  persons,  one  to  serve  five  years,  one  four  years,  one 
three  years,  one  two  years,  and  one  one  year,  in  the  first  instance  ;  and 
thereafter,  annually,  the  Governor  shall  appoint  from  five  persons, 
whose  names  shall  be  so  submitted  annually  by  the  Pennsylvania  Pharma- 
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ceutical  Association,  one  person,  to  serve  as  a  member  of  said  board 
for  the  term  of  five  years.  The  said  persons  so  appointed  shall  be  and 
constitute  the  said  The  State  Pharmaceutical  Examining  Board,  and 
shall  hold  the  office  for  the  term  for  which  they  were  appointed,  or 
until  their  successors  are  duly  appointed  and  qualified ;  and  shall  re¬ 
ceive  as  a  compensation  for  their  services  five  dollars  (#5  00)  for  each  day 
actually  engaged  in  this  service,  and  all  legitimate  and  necessary  ex¬ 
penses  incurred  in  attending  the  meetings  of  said  board  under  the  pro¬ 
visions  of  this  act ;  and  no  part  of  the  salary  of  said  board,  or  expenses 
thereof  shall  be  paid  out  of  the  State  Treasury. 

They,  the  said  board,  and  each  of  them,  shall,  within  ten  days  after 
their  appointment,  or  being  apprised  of  the  same,  take  and  subscribe 
an  oath,  or  affirmation,  before  a  properly  qualified  officer  of  the  county 
in  which  they  reside,  that  they  will  faithfully  and  impartially  perform 
the  duties  of  their  office. 

Any  vacancies  occurring  in  said  board  shall  be  filled  by  the  Governor 
of  the  State  of  Pennsylvania  for  the  unexpired  term,  from  among  such 
only  as  are  eligible  for  original  appointment. 

Section  3.  That  the  said  The  Pharmaceutical  Examining  Board  shall 
keep  a  book  of  registration  open  at  some  convenient  place,  of  which 
due  notice  shall  be  given,  by  advertisement  in  at  least  four  newspapers 
in  the  State,  and  so  divided  as  to  reach  as  nearly  as  practicable  all  parts 
thereof  ;  in  which  book  shall  be  registered  the  name  and  address  of  each 
and  every  person  duly  qualified  under  this  act  to  conduct  and  carry  on 
the  retail  drug  and  apothecary  business,  or  to  hold  the  position  of  quali¬ 
fied  assistant  therein.  And  it  shall  be  the  duty  of  all  persons  now  con¬ 
ducting,  or  who  shall  hereafter  conduct  the  business  of  retail  apothe¬ 
caries,  or  those  acting  in  the  capacity  of  qualified  assistants  therein,  in 
said  State,  to  apply  to  said  board  and  be  registered  as  such,  within 
sixty  days  after  such  notice,  and  thereafter  annually  at  such  time  and 
place  as  said  board  may  designate. 

The  said  board  may  issue  certificates  of  registration,  without  further 
examination,  to  the  licentiates  of  such  other  boards  of  pharmacy,  as  it 
may  deem  proper,  and  to  such  persons  as  have  had  ten  or  more  years 
actual  experience  in  the  retail  drug  and  apothecary  business,  upon  pre¬ 
senting  such  evidence  of  the  same  as  may  be  acceptable. 

The  form  of  application  shall  be  subject  to  such  regulations  as  the 
board  may  see  proper  to  adopt ;  but  in  no  case  shall  the  applicant  be 
put  to  any  unnecessary  expense  in  order  to  secure  registration. 

Section  4.  The  said  board  shall  be  entitled  to  demand  and  receive 
from  each  applicant  for  examination  and  registration  and  the  certificate 
hereinafter  provided  for,  a  fee  not  to  exceed  five  dollars  ($5  00)  and  for 
registration  only,  a  fee  not  to  exceed  two  and  a  half  dollars  ($2  50) 
in  the  first  instance,  and  for  annually  renewing  the  same,  a  ‘fee  not 
to  exceed  one  dollar,  and  the  amount  derived  from  this  source,  together 
with  all  fines  and  penalties  for  violations  of  this  act,  shall  be  held  by  said 
board,  and  be  applied  to  the  expenses  and  salaries  herein  provided,  and 
such  as  may  arise  under  the  provisions  of  this  act,  and  they,  the  said 
board,  shall  report  annually  to  the  Governor  of  the  State  of  Pennsyl¬ 
vania  all  moneys  received  and  disbursed  under  the  provisions  of  this  act. 

Section  5.  That  it  shall  be  the  duty  of  said  board  to  meet  once 


every  three  months  in  the  city  of  Harrisburg,  or  at  such  other  place  as 
they  may  deem  expedient,  and  examine  all  persons  who  shall  desire  to 
carry  on  the  business  of  a  retail  apothecary,  or  that  of  retailing  drugs, 
chemicals,  or  poisons,  or  of  compounding  physicians’  prescriptions, 
touching  their  competency  and  qualification  ;  and  they,  the  said  board, 
or  a  majority  of  them,  shall  grant  to  such  persons  certificates  of  com¬ 
petency  or  qualification,  which  shall  entitle  the  holders  thereof  either  to 
conduct  and  carry  on  the  business,  or  to  act  as  a  qualified  assistant  therein, 
as  may  be  expressed  upon  the  said  certificate,  and  such  certificate,  to¬ 
gether  with  its  annual  renewal,  shall  be  good  and  sufficient  evidence  of 
registration  under  this  act. 

Section  6.  That  if  any  person  should  hereafter  engage  in  the  business 
of  an  apothecary  or  pharmacist,  or  of  retailing  drugs,  chemicals,  and 
poisons,  or  of  compounding  and  dispensing  the  prescriptions  of  phy¬ 
sicians,  either  directly  or  indirectly,  without  having  obtained  such  cer¬ 
tificate  as  aforesaid,  such  person  shall  be  liable  to  a  penalty  of  one  hun¬ 
dred  dollars  for  each  and  every  week  during  which  they  shall  continue 
to  carry  on  the  business  without  such  certificate,  to  be  recovered  by  a 
suit  to  be  brought  before  any  alderman,  or  in  any  competent  court  in 
said  State  by  the  said  board,  or  by  any  other  person. 

Section  7.  That  the  foregoing  provisions  of  this  act  shall  not  apply 
to  or  affect  any  person  who  shall  have  a  diploma  or  certificate  of  au¬ 
thority  from  any  incorporated  college  of  pharmacy,  and  who  can,  in 
addition  thereto,  produce  satisfactory  evidence  to  said  board  that  such 
person  has  had  not  less  than  four  years’  practical  experience  in  the  re¬ 
tail  drug  and  apothecary  business,  within  ten  years  of  the  time  of  ap¬ 
plying  for  such  registration,  or  who  shall  be  engaged  in  the  retail  drug 
and  apothecary  business  as  proprietor  of  the  same  at  the  passage  of  this 
act,  except  only  in  so  far  as  relates  to  registration  and  fees  as  provided 
in  sections  three,  four,  and  six  of  this  act. 

Section  8.  That  no  person  shall  be  allowed  by  the  proprietor  or 
manager  of  any  store  or  place  where  prescriptions  are  compounded  to 
compound  or  dispense  the  prescriptions  of  physicians,  except  as  an  aid 
and  under  the  immediate  supervision  of  said  proprietor  or  his  qualified 
assistant,  unless  holding  a  properly  certified  certificate  of  registration 
or  competency  from  the  State  Pharmaceutical  Examining  Board,  as 
herein  provided  ;  and  any  person  violating  the  provisions  of  this  sec¬ 
tion  shall  be  deemed  guilty  of  a  misdemeanor,  and,  on  conviction 
thereof,  be  liable  to  a  penalty  not  exceeding  one  hundred  dollars. 

Section  9.  That  any  person  who  shall  knowingly,  wilfully,  or  fraud¬ 
ulently  falsify  or  adulterate,  or  cause  to  be  falsified  or  adulterated,  any 
drug  or  medicinal  substance,  or  any  preparation  authorized  or  recog¬ 
nized  by  the  Pharmacopeia  of  the  United  States,  or  used  or  intended  to 
be  used  in  medical  practice ;  or  shall  mix,  or  cause  to  be  mixed,  with 
any  such  drug  or  medicinal  substance,  any  foreign  or  inert  substance 
whatsoever  for  the  purpose  of  destroying  or  weakening  its  medicinal 
power  and  effect,  and  shall  wilfully,  knowingly,  or  fraudulently,  sell,  or 
cause  the  same  to  be  sold,  for  medicinal  purposes,  shall  be  deemed 
guilty  of  a  misdemeanor,  and,  upon  conviction  thereof,  shall  pay  a 
penalty  not  exceeding  five  hundred  dollars,  and  shall  forfeit  to  the  Com¬ 
monwealth  all  articles  so  adulterated. 
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Section  io.  Poisons _ A  poison  in  the  meaning  of  this  act  shall  be 

any  drug,  chemical,  or  preparation  which,  according  to  standard  works 
on  medicine  or  materia  medica,  is  liable  to  be  destructive  to  adult  hu¬ 
man  life  in  quantities  of  sixty  (60)  grains  or  less. 

No  person  shall  sell  at  retail  any  poisons,  except  as  herein  provided, 
without  affixing  to  the  bottle,  box,  vessel,  or  package  containing  the 
same,  a  lable,  printed  or  plainly  written,  containing  the  name  of  the 
article,  the  word  “  poison,”  and  the  name  and  place  of  business  of  the 
seller,  nor  shall  he  deliver  poison  to  any  person  without  satisfying  him¬ 
self  that  such  poison  is  to  be  used  for  legitimate  purposes. 

It  shall  be  the  further  duty  of  any  one  selling  or  dispensing  poisons, 
which  are  known  to  be  destructive  to  adult  human  life,  in  quantities  of 
five  (5)  grains  or  less,  before  delivering  them,  to  enter  in  a  book,  kept 
for  this  purpose,  the  name  of  the  seller,  the  name  and  residence  of  the 
buyer,  the  name  of  the  article,  quantity  sold  or  disposed  of,  and  the 
purpose  for  which  it  is  said  to  be  intended ;  the  purchaser  of  which 
shall  in  all  cases  sign  the  entry ;  which  book  of  registry  shall  be  pre¬ 
served  for  at  least  two  years,  and  shall  at  all  times  be  open  to  the  in¬ 
spection  of  the  coroner  or  courts  of  the  county  in  which  the  same  may 
be  kept. 

The  provisions  of  this  section  shall  not  apply  to  the  dispensing  of 
physicians  prescriptions  specifying  poisonous  articles,  nor  to  the  sale  to 
agriculturalists  of  such  articles  as  are  commonly  used  by  them  as  insecti¬ 
cides. 

Any  person  failing  to  comply  with  the  provisions  of  this  section  shall 
be  deemed  guilty  of  a  misdemeanor,  and  liable  to  a  fine  of  not  less  than 
five  nor  more  than  fifty  dollars  for  each  and  every  offense. 

Section  ii.  That  no  charge  shall  be  made  for  registering  any  phar¬ 
macist  or  apothecary  registered  at  the  passage  of  this  act  under  any 
pharmacy  law  previously  existing  in  the  State  of  Pennsylvania,  except 
in  so  far  as  relates  to  the  annual  fee  herein  provided  for  its  renewal,  and 
nothing  contained  in  this  act  shall  in  any  manner  whatever  interfere 
with  the  business  of  any  practitioner  of  medicine  who  does  not  keep 
open  shop  for  the  retailing,  dispensing,  or  compounding  of  medicines 
and  poisons,  nor  prevent  him  from  administering,  or  supplying  to  his 
patients,  such  articles  as  may  to  him  seem  fit  and  proper  :  nor  shall  it 
interfere  with  the  making  and  dealing  in  proprietary  remedies,  popu¬ 
larly  called  patent  medicines  ;  nor  prevent  shopkeepers,  whose  place  of 
business  is  more  than  a  mile  from  a  drug  or  apothecary  shop,  from  deal¬ 
ing  in  and  selling  the  commonly  used  medicines  and  poisons,  if  such 
medicines  and  poisons  are  put  up  by  a  registered  pharmacist  or  whole- 
bale  druggist,  and  conform  in  all  respects  to  the  requirements  of  sec¬ 
tion  nine,  provided  the  provisions  of  section  ten  of  this  act  be  fully  com¬ 
plied  with. 

Section  12.  It  shall  be  the  duty  of  The  State  Pharmaceutical  Ex- 
aming  Board  to  investigate  all  complaints  and  charges  of  non-com¬ 
pliance  or  violation  of  the  provisions  of  this  act,  and  to  bring  the  same 
to  the  notice  of  the  proper  prosecuting  officer,  whenever  there  shall 
appear  to  the  board  reasonable  ground  for  such  action. 

Section  13.  That  all  acts,  and  parts  of  acts,  so  far  as  they  may  be  in 
conflict  with  this,  are  hereby  declared  void  and  of  no  effect. 


